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part, we have no desire to be defiant and are not out for mischief.
Nevertheless we are not going to be dumb driven cattle, and non-violence
does not require that passivity. Violence has much to answer for and
many a Mussulman will have his eyes opened on the day of judgment
when the true limits of "violence" are to be defined once more by his
own leading case. But non-violence too has a good deal to answer for,
and I already see that its apostle is already disillusioning some of its
meek votaries who would cover cowardice with that label.

And good-bye now. Love to Devdas and the little ones and affec-
tionate salaams to Ba.

The cheque must have been sent to the Khilafat Fund. Mother
and my wife do not need any financial assistance, but we are such awful
beggars that we will swallow everything for our cause. Our affectionate
greetings to your own great and dear self.

Tours ever,
MAHOMED ALI

I am sure that the reader will appreciate my sharing the fore-
going letter with him for more reasons than one. In my opinion
it is a human document showing the whole of the man in the
Maulana. The letter had naturally to be passed by the Magistrate.
I had not the heart to expunge a single word from the letter.

Young India, 27-10-1921

152.   HONOUR THE PRINCE
The reader must not be surprised at the title of this writing.
Supposing that the Prince was a blood brother in a high place,
supposing that he was to be exploited by neighbours for their own
base ends, supposing further that he was in the hands of my neigh-
bours, that my voice could not effectively reach him and that he
was being brought to my village by the said neighbours, would I
not honour him best by dissociating myself from all the cere-
monial that might be arranged in his "honour" in the process of
exploitation and by letting him know by every means at my dispo-
sal that he was being exploited? Would I not be a traitor to him if
I did not warn him against entering the trap prepared for him
by my neighbours?
I have no manner of doubt that the Prince's visit is being ex-
ploited for advertising the "benign" British rule in India. It is a
crime against us if His Royal Highness is being brought for per-
sonal pleasure and sport when India is seething with discontent,
when the masses are saturated with disaffection towards the sys-